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Workshop Agenda

● 10:00-10:20: Introduction to the aWISH project and workshop objectives

● 10:20-10:35: Presentation: The Role of Indicators in the New Policy Landscape

● 10:35–11:30: Panel: Opportunities and Priorities in the Evolving Policy Landscape, 

followed by Roundtable Discussion

● 11:30- 11:45: Break

● 11:45 - 12:45: Group discussion: Translating Evidence into Policy Uptake

● 12:45-13:00: Pathways and Next Steps: Reflections and Close
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Workshop Objectives

1. Understand the role of AWIs in policy

2. Share perspectives across science, policy and industry 

3. Explore how to translate evidence into practice

4. Define next steps for integrating indicators



The aWISH project: 
Animal Welfare Indicators at the SlaughterHouse

OVERVIEW PROJECT

www.awish-project.eu 

awish@ilvo.vlaanderen.be 



8 000 000 budget

28 11 countriespartners

01 Nov 2022 - 31 Oct 2026

Horizon Europe project 
Research and Innovation Action

Introduction

6 pilots 
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General aim

Large-scale automated welfare monitoring
of animal-based indicators at the slaughterhouse
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Why broilers and pigs?

Large-scale automated welfare monitoring
of animal-based indicators at the slaughterhouse

Large scale effect
• Most numerous species in EU

• High welfare problems during all stages

Short rearing period
• Limited monitoring time

• Many same age

• Fast corrective actions

Expansion & adoption to other species
• 2 types of animals that differ in many 

aspects
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Why @ the slaughterhouse?

Large-scale automated welfare monitoring
of animal-based indicators at the slaughterhouse Centralized way

• Large amount of data

• Large number of animals

 

Completing with
• Routine data

• Measurements on-farm

• Measurements during transport
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Specific objectives
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Pilots

1

Pilot lead: Vion
Sci. lead: UU

1st phase  pilot

2

Pilot lead: Batallé
Wet. H.: UAB

3

Pilot lead: Plukon – Duc
Sci. lead: ITAVI

4

Pilot lead: Plukon – Sieradz
Sci. lead: IGBZ PAN

5

Pilot lead: Großfurtner-Higelsberger 
Sci. lead: Vetmeduni

6

Pilot lead: Carnex
Sci. lead: Biosense
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1st phase  
pilot

1st phase  pilot

1st phase  pilot

2nd phase  pilot

2nd phase  pilot
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Pilot 1
Vion 

PILOT 1
Gelderland (the Netherlands)
+ extensions to the rest of the Netherlands and Germany
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OVERVIEW SENSOR TECHNOLOGY 

Figure based on NVWA figure 
(Sensortechnology at the slaughterhouse)
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AI4Animals (Deloitte) – Animal 
Treatment

STREMODO (FBN) – Stress 
Vocalizations

IGFBPs (FBN) – Stress level in 
exsanguination blood

AUTOFOM3 (Carometec) – Backfat and 
Muscle Depth Across Carcass 

PigInspector (CLK GmbH) – Ear, Tail 
and Skin Lesions 

Tail Length (VION) 

CGM Insertion Probe – 
Backfat and Muscle Depth 
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STREMODO

Measures the number of stress vocalizations + general activity of the animals.
Sensor hangs above monitored area (unloading and lairage area).

Example set-up for sensors Location of sensors @ slaughterhouse
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Measures ear, tail, and skin lesions + tail length.
Images of the pigs are taken via 3 cameras (+ lighting), on which an algorithm performs measurements 
(still under development).

3 camera’s

Detail of the head

Detail of the tail

Detail of the back

PIGINSPECTOR
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